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DEFINITE RELIGIOUS I EACHING. 

BY REV. F. s. COLMAN, M.A. 

„ llldin£r passage of a chapter on Bible Lessons , j n 
* HE a r^son’s Parents and Children, appeals to me with m Uch 
S i, runs thus-" The question of questions f or us u 
how » secure that the children shall be well grounded i„ the 
e ; ntu res by their parents, and shall puisue the study with 
intelligence, reverence and delight r lhere is, I believe, a 
remarkable concurrence of opinion as to the value of Bible 
lessons in some form, even among non-Christians there are 
very many who see the worth of the moral teachings of Jesus 
and advocate instruction based upon them ; and the difficulty 
of the day does not seem to me to be so much in securing 
that the Bible shall be taught, as in that it shall be taught 
systematically and with respect to definite and fundamental 
truths. 

The idea in the minds of many devout Christian parents is 
that, so far as the New Testament is concerned, it is enough 
for their children to be made acquainted with the story of our 
Lord’s life, with practical reflections based upon it, and 
the lives and doings of His immediate apostolic followers. 
Of course, the value of this is, in its sphere, beyond all price, 
but I feel very strongly that it leaves untouched a wide field 
of greatest fruitfulness. If Bible study is to do all that is 
wanted for our children it must be systematized, and the 
bearing of each portion on definite truths must be shewn 
and the support each part gives to the great facts of our faith. 
When this is done with reverent effort, it will be found that 
Bible knowledge will stand the strain of later years, and the 
assaults of rationalism, in a way that would have been im- 
possible with simply indefinite reading, and the young men 
and women will bring from their childhood a power of resist 
ance to unbelief that less exact knowledge could never give- 

Undoubtedly there is a certain fascination about the ide^ 
of faith being confined in no sort of creed, in the thought o 
the child appropriating for its own future guidance an 
strength the aspects of truth, and the principles of spin 1 ^ 
life, best adapted to its own character. But I am certain 
spiritual training needs more than this. Knowledge to. 
be exact and its attainment controlled. For church P e ° F 
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the Apostles Creed and the Catechism are the two great 
standards, standards that should not only be recognized and 
learnt, but understood, and prized, and used. 

With the Creed for example. We ought to aim at giving 
every child “ a reason of the hope that is in him,” to shew 
him from the Bible the proof of every article in the Creed, in. 
order that he may know why he is taught to profess his 
belief in the creation of all things by God, in the Incarnation, 
in the Resurrection, in the Coming and the Mission of the 
Holy Ghost. 

The Catechism, again, deserves far more attention and 
respect than it receives. We regard it too often as a mere 
portion of instruction, without reference to the system of 
education of which it forms a part. Instruction has reference 
to the understanding, education to the heart and character 
and conscience. We are not only to teach Christianity, we 
are to educate our children in Christianity. And if you take 
the Catechism in hand with such a purpose in mind you will 
have a truer appreciation of dogmatic theology, because you 
will see how it can bear fruit in living influence. The dry 
bones of instruction alone are useless, the bones must be 
covered with living flesh. It is equally true that there will 
be no force, no resistance, in the body of education, unless it 
be supported and backed by the strong frame of ordered and 
definite instruction. 

I see this constantly shown in the results of the banishing 
of definite religious teaching from some of the elementary 
schools. A child goes out into the world with a collection of 
facts of Scriptural History and odd fragments of the Gospel 
story, they are bound together by no system, they fall apart 
and are soon lost. Take the scheme of religious instruction 
under the London School Board. You will find that it ha* 
practically no bearing upon the saving trut s o iristian } 
A certain number of facts are there, useful enough in then- 
way, but unapplied to the deep life-needs of the ^chi • 
And the result is this sort of thing. I member being 

called to see a lad of seventeen, who was dyi g / 

injury received at his work. In his mind I fount ^ nothing 
but a vague recollection of the name of Jesus a person : i 
far-off history, to Whose life no virtue attached Thejew 

days the lad lingered served to bring _a ^rea & y f th 

power to that Name, yet one saw the deep sacin 
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"7 nprfect scheme of teaching, under which * 

indefinite, ,m P erf ® b ; ing - brought up. 

many children are ^ exists as muc h in a high er 

The dan § a er does in a lower. Indeed, I sometimes f ee i 

social scale a because the children who attend OUr 

il t0 T g schoo’ls are often better taught in the Sunday 
elementary ^ &re in the nursery or the private 

Schools t KmncrVi t under the trained teacher* 0 f 


Schools the trained t^chtr 

thei°r°paS church, while the others are left to the loving 
w untrained zeal of their parents. Now, if parents are to 
discharge their duty faithfully, they must either co-operate 
th eir parish clergyman, or they must fit themselves for 


the duty by self-education. 

The Prayer Book orders that the children of the parish, 
eentle as well as simple, shall be catechized every Sunday. 
In an increasing number of parishes this order is being 
respected, and it would be still more generally respected if 
parents would claim the right of public catechizing for their 
children. This is not a mere children’s service with an 
address on a current or suitable subject, it is systematic 
teaching in the faith. In my own parish, which is small, but 
where I have children of widely differing social position, 
there is Sunday School in the morning, and in the afternoon 
there is a catechizing in church which is attended by nearly 
all the children in the parish. They are taught on a definite 
system that embraces all the fundamental doctrines of 
Christianity, and questioned from week to week. A certain 
number of written questions, with the answers, are given out 
each Sunday to children selected in turn, who are called 
upon the next Sunday to give the answers ; points are 
explained, enforced and illustrated, and a little practical 
address finishes the afternoon’s teaching. The system draws 
under instruction more than does the Sunday School, R 
brings me into much more intimate touch with the childrens 
minds and spiritual lives, and it is I fully believe storing U P 
the best results. If it be suggested that such a routine i 
only possible where there are two or more clergy in a P arlS e ’ 
I would reply that in my own case I work my parish alon^> 
and have at least four services every Sunday. if 0 f 
who see their children’s needs would urge the possibility ^ 
such a system upon a clergyman who has never trie 1 * 
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would often, I believe, be j ust the inducement or the en- 
couragement wanted to lead him to adopt it 

But there are cases where a share in such a system may 
be wholly out of the question, and whether it be so or no 
it is good mat parents should be fitted to impart dogmatic 
instruction. Let me give an idea of what I mean. A child 
might say, Mother, what is God i ” and be told not to be 
inquisitive or irreverent. Yet it is clear that, unless 


have some knowledge of what God 


we 


is, we can hardly pray 


to Him with confidence or trust Him in time of trial. 
Therefore, the childish instinct to know what God is, is 
perfectly true, and should be satisfied. But how many 
parents can do so ? Well, then, let them begin with this : 
God is a Spirit, He is Infinite, He is One, He is Unchange- 
able, He is Eternal, He is Omnipresent, He is Life and 
Knowledge, He is All-Wdse and All-Holy, Just, True, and 
Good, He is Happiness, and above all He is Love. If one 
could gather up these truths from God’s Word, think over 
and assimilate their meaning, one would be able to tell 
what God is in a way fitted to the childish mind, and help 
the childish prayer and trust, so that they will grow into 
the stronger prayer and trust of more responsible days. 

Here is another illustration of my meaning. In the 
Gospels we find the story of the Resurrection, in the Acts 
and the Epistles we find references to it, and in the Creed 
we profess a belief in it. The great fact of the Resur- 
rection is the certificate of our faith, but a boy has probably 
no special stress laid upon it — it is to him merely one fact 
amongst many, one event in a wholly miraculous story. It 
is a fact, however, against which all the forces that oppose 
Christianity are leagued, and because it is so all-important 
and so liable to assault, the utmost care should be taken to 
make its foundations sure, lest when the boy is older 
specious arguments disturb him, the arch of faith lose its 
keystone and be wrecked. Approach the fact throug 
a system, and let the boy know the absolute necessity o 
the Resurrection as a pledge of the power of the Cross, an 
the hope of eternal life, that it must be the foundation of is 
faith, and then show him its certain truth by the gat enng 
together of the parts of the Bible proof of it. ^ ee 
clearly and beyond all doubt — even dealing ' vlt e 

as with any other ancient document it is prove 

J F 3 
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anf i really rise a 8’ a ’ n ’ ^ ow ‘^ ure are the proofs 
did really d» » incontro vertible the proofs of His R esUr 
of His Dea.Ii, ^ peath He was seen many times by , hose 

wh0 ate and drank with Hint and felted Hn», and gaVe 
liv< 

5 Si 

of verifying" its truth or falsehood on the spot by invest 


. Tfter His Death He was seen many times by 

rection. „ i-t? frmrnon I— I i t-y~» ^ i 

r s rather tn^ 11 iW1 ^ ~ ° c mer 

the ' r Mid to have happened, 3,000 people were converted 

- ,cli w , r A- „,V,ori flim? V\ o fl 


'rather than forego the truth. Fifty days after 
sajd to have happened, 3,000 people Mere converted 
tofe!sL a belief in the fact, when they had every means 
P f verifving its truth or falsehood on the spot by investi- 
ng current reports, discussing and cross- questioning all 
fn a position to know. Again, there is no doubt about the 
complete genuineness of the First Epistle to the Corinthians, 
the most destructive of modern critics rank it among the 
four books of the New Testament whose authorship is beyond 
dispute. In this book, written many years after the event, 
S Paul appealed to the fact that the risen Lord had been seen 
on one occasion by five hundred brethren at once, of whom 
the greater part w ere alive at the time be wrote men who 
could be examined, and the matter decided beyond all question. 

This, then, is what I mean as to the attainment of definite 
and exact knowledge. And the capacity for giving in- 
struction of this kind can be reached by almost everybody 
who will take the trouble to read with this object in view. 
An enormous number of religious books is read, generally 
of a hortatory kind, useful in their M’ay, but little helpful 
towards exact knoM'ledge. Let choice rest upon such as will 
assist this. The sermons of Dean Farrar, for example, have 
great popularity, they are sympathetic, they are easily 
understood, they encourage good deeds, and in these re- 
pects are admirable. Put beside them, however, such sermons 
as those preached by Canon Liddon at St. Paul’s, his Easter 


sermons for instance, and every chapter will help to a surer 
faith in the reality and power of the resurrection, lhis is 
only one example out of many. Keep at hand a simple 
book, like Sadler’s Church Doctrine — Bible Truth , ° r 
the useful Children’s Faith by the Rev. E. Osborne. 
Full of instruction are the translations of Dr. Luthardt s 
lectures, delivered at Leipzic, on the “ Saving 
of Christianity;” and Bishop Westcott’s Historic ’ 
These are only mentioned as being uppermost i n 
mind and in my gratitude. There are many, many ™ 
that might meet other minds as well or better than t 
have met mine. Many of the little catechetical and dog 
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manuals are open to objections. Amongst much that is 
excellent is sometimes found a statement that might mislead 
or distress. I hold firmly to the greater worth of the books 
better tried and proved, the work of true fathers in the 
faith, though they may call for more patience in their 
mastering. A book that is worth reading is worth taking 
trouble to understand, one that has called out patience and 
effort will be all the better remembered. 

Tet me add one word on behalf of the history of the faith 
in post-Biblical days. I would have the children taught 
something of the conflicts that have been waged round the 
great truths since they were first delivered to the saints, and 
then some higher estimate of their importance will be 
realized. This is Church History in its more prominent 
features. 1 o a boy who has read of the struggle against 
the great Arian heresy there will come not only a soul’s 
satisfaction in protecting the great doctrine of the Divinity 
of Jesus, but also a longing to stoutly uphold the fulness 
of truth, seeing that zeal for its purity is not only for 
teachers and ecclesiastics, but for all brave men, for all keen 
intellects and strong right arms. 

Who does not realize the power of spiritual truth better 
from reading the stories of the conversion of our own land, 
and why should not Patrick and Columba be as truly living 
characters as Dunstan and Hereward, and why should the 
lessons of travel and discovery leave out the records of such 
as our own English Boniface, who M’ent from us to bear the 
Gospel into France, and Germany, and Lombardy, and Mas 
martyred by heathen men in brisia in 785 r 

Let us see and teach that the power ot the life of Christ is 
not only told in the Bible, it is in every great and good life. 


in every step of true progress ; 


it is in Athanasius and 


Augustine, in Boniface and brands of Assisi, in men as far 
apart as Loyola and Philip Neri, Luther and Calvin Colet 
and Cranmer, Fox and Howard, and Wesley. In all such 

hindered by many human weaknesses, the poMero . 

Christ is seen. Reading history in this way, Ae «« d issues 
of life may be better understood, and out o ™ greatest 

this at least may remain, that Christian ac s a and that 

of all facts, Christian men the greatest of all men, < ‘hat 
the life of the great world has been an unceasi g 
stration of the power of Christian tiut 


